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	£3.8 million win for rural projects in the Norfolk Coast and Broads
UNDER EMBARGO UNTIL: Immediate
For release: 03 June 2008
	
	Press enquiries to: 

Ed Palferman, EEDA press officer
Tel:      01223 200871
Fax:     01223 713940
Email:  edwardpalferman@eeda.org.uk


An application led by local people to promote the communities, businesses and enterprises in the Norfolk Coast and Broads area has won just under £4 million of funding awarded by the East of England Development Agency (EEDA) through the Rural Development Programme for England.

Funding totalling in excess of £20 million is to be allocated between now and 2013 to Local Action Groups across the East of England through the Leader approach. The Leader approach is a community led ‘bottom up’ approach to project delivery where a group made up of private businesses and community interests provide a key role in defining and addressing local needs.  

The Norfolk Coast and Broads Local Action Group was one of six groups in the East of England to be successful in its application for funding under the Rural Development Programme for England. The group has been given the go ahead to develop in full a six year investment programme to increase the economic opportunities in the area and help land based businesses, rural businesses and communities. Individual projects will then be approved as the investment programme takes shape.
The Norfolk Coast and Broads Group’s projects have multiple aims through which they hope to use the exceptionally high value of the environment and landscape as a catalyst to business and community development and growth. It will achieve this by working with existing and new businesses to improve resource use, diversify the local economy and create new opportunities from the rich and changing environment”. 

Richard Ellis, chair EEDA, said:

“I am delighted that Norfolk Coast and Broads Local Action Group has been successful in its bid to develop an investment programme worth just under £4 million using RDPE funding. These funds will help the group identify innovative solutions to their local needs and improve the competitiveness and sustainability of local land based and other rural businesses. 

“Each of the groups offers strong and exciting programmes of local development and I look forward to seeing the results.” 

Henry Cator of the Norfolk Coast and Broads Local Action Group said:

“I am delighted that the Norfolk Coast and Broads have been awarded funding through the Leader programme. This area is in the front line to face the challenges of Global warming and Climate Change. The management of this unique area in coming years will have to deal with 
predicted sea level rise as well as changing weather patterns. The importance of preserving 
the cultural heritage and the rich biodiversity from this area make the working together of local businesses and communities with government agencies and local authorities a key ingredient for successful future planning and management.

“The involvement of local people will be vital if we are to face these challenges and leave a landscape for our grandchildren.”
The Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE) is funded jointly by the European Union and the Department for Environment and Rural Affairs (Defra), and will see a total of £65 million invested in the region over the next six years. A proportion of the funding is to be delivered through the Leader approach, which channels funding through local action groups. The competitive selection process to identify the best applications from local action groups capable of identifying the needs of their area and of delivering multi-million-pound investment programme began in 2007.
ENDS

Notes to editors:
1.  About the East of England Development Agency 

The East of England Development Agency (EEDA) is the driving force behind sustainable economic regeneration in the East of England: Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Essex, Hertfordshire, Norfolk and Suffolk. The vision is for the East of England is to create a leading economy, founded on a world class knowledge base, creativity and enterprise to improve the quality of life for all who live and work here.  

EEDA aims to do this by:

1.
Setting and shaping the direction of economic development in the region

2.
Persuading and influencing others to bring resources together, so that innovative ways of solving challenging economic issues are found

3.
Investing in imaginative projects that challenge the norm and will have a significant impact on economic development in the region.

These aims are delivered through the four key areas of Business Support, Enterprise Hubs, Investing in Communities, and Regional Renaissance.

For further information visit www.eeda.org.uk
For further press information

Ed Palferman, press officer at EEDA, tel: 01223 200871, email: edwardpalferman@eeda.org.uk








