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New Dating Agency for Grazing Animals

East Anglia has a new kind of dating agency – one that pairs up farmers looking for new grazing land for their livestock with land owners who need help managing their meadows and grasslands. The Grazing Exchange website is the brainchild of Natural England, Easton College and the Grazing Forum and provides a free service to support graziers, landowners and conservation organisations alike.  

The number of grazing animals in the region has been in steady decline in recent years as farmers have moved away from mixed farming to purely arable.  This trend has important consequences for the distinctive East Anglian landscape which for centuries has been maintained by grazing sheep and cattle. At the same time, those farmers who are committed to livestock husbandry can struggle to find the good quality grazing land they need. 

Enterprising young farmers like Growing Business Award winner Dameon Layt are keen to take advantage of this new matchmaking service. He has built up a successful operation serving his own Salhouse-farmed lamburgers from his portable catering outfit, The Shepherd’s Hut. Dameon said: “Ever since I was 14 it’s been my dream to have some sheep. I chose pedigree Norfolk Horns that do well on this land and now the business is established I want to be able to expand – but that’s impossible without high quality grazing land. This scheme is really important as it brings together graziers and land owners completely free of charge.”

And it’s not just pedigree sheep that will be able to find the grazing land of their dreams. Using this scheme, farmers can place everything from continentals to rare breeds, cattle to alpacas.

Natural England’s Bill Nickson said: “This is a dating agency with a difference – a fantastic opportunity to link up livestock owners who need grazing land with people who have land but need stock for proper management. A lot of this land is important for wildlife habitats as well as livestock. We especially hope that Grazing Exchange will reach the ‘harder to graze’ parts of the region, including many valuable wildlife sites and Sites of Special Scientific Interest, and help the livestock sector to restore the essential grazing management needed to bring these sites into the best condition.”

The Grazing Exchange launches today (31 March) with backing from a range of partners in addition to Natural England, including Easton College, the National Farmers’ Union, and the Country Land and Business Association. Lady Caroline Cranbrook, Chairman of the Eastern Region Grazing Forum, said: “The Grazing Exchange is there to help livestock owners but it will also benefit the wider population. At a time of impending food scarcity and rising concern about distances travelled by animals from farm to plate, a secure supply of local meat will become increasingly important, as will the need to maintain our beautiful grazed landscape and wildlife reserves, to the benefit of all.”

[ENDS]

Notes for editors

1. Natural England works for people, places and nature to conserve and enhance biodiversity, landscapes and wildlife in rural, urban, coastal and marine areas. We conserve and enhance the natural environment for its intrinsic value, the wellbeing and enjoyment of people, and the economic prosperity it brings. For more information about Natural England, visit: www.naturalengland.org.uk

2. The East of England Grazing Forum is a partnership between Animal Health, Beckhithe Farms, Bridget B’s Traditional Meats (cattle farmer), Business Link, Country Land and Business Association (CLA), East Anglia Food Link (EAFL), East of England Development Agency (EEDA),  English Beef and Lamb Executive (EBLEX), Grazing Animal Project, Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group (FWAG), Forestry Commission, National Farmers’ Union (NFU), The National Trust, Natural England, Norfolk Rural Business Advice Service (NRBAS), Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB), Suffolk Small Holders Association, Tastes of Anglia, the Wildlife Trusts. A Natural England grant of £5000 helped fund the website and keep it updated for the first year.

3. The Grazing Exchange can be found at: www.grazingforum.co.uk. Users can search for land or stock in their area by clicking on the relevant county link. The underlying database, maintained by SheepKeep, has national coverage, giving users the opportunity to look further afield by using the ‘UK’ link or Advanced Search option. Graziers and landowners can post details of available stock and land by clicking on ‘Signup’. Once they have found a suitable match they can either have their details hidden from public view or removed completely.
4. For more information about the Growing Business Award, visit: http://www.ruraladvice.co.uk/forum/businessaward.asp 
For further information or interviews contact: Catherine Kimberley, COI News & PR on 01223 372793, mobile: 07779 788204

For further information about Natural England, call Linzee Kottman on 01223 533431/07824475359 or email at linzee.j.kottman@naturalengland.org.uk (or 07970 098005 out of hours)

