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Summary

This survey was carried out by ADER over the winter period of 2006/07.  The rationale behind it was to try to gauge the personal feelings that farmers have towards the future of their farm business in regards to economic, environmental and social issues.  This was done to help inform better rural support provision in the future.

Members of LEAF and/or FWAG

The survey showed that on a number of issues there were significant relationships between membership of environmental organisations such as LEAF and FWAG and farmer opinions on the future for their business.  
Members of LEAF and/or were more likely to disagree or strongly disagree with the following statements:

In the management of my farm, I don’t distinguish between the landscape and production
I can’t afford to change

The public is a barrier to my farm business developments

I believe that farming is only about production of commodity foodstuffs

Members of LEAF and/or were more likely to neither agree nor disagree with the following statement:

I’m confident I can farm successfully after 2012 with no government support payment

Members of LEAF and/or FWAG were more likely to agree or strongly agree with the following statements:

I’m willing to change my farming to satisfy customer needs

I’ll continue to manage environmental features (field margins, hedgerows, etc.) even after EU funding ends

The statement ‘Soil erosion is not a problem on my farm’ was also interesting.  When a comparison was made between members of LEAF only, members of FWAG only, members of both and non-members a significant difference was observed.  Farmers who were members of both organisations were less likely to agree with this statement than the other groupings of farmers.

The results from the statement ‘Farming in the 21st century will focus more on environmental management than food production’ were intriguing as well as significant.  Non-members were more likely to agree with this statement compared to members of LEAF and/or FWAG.  Members of LEAF and/or FWAG were more likely to neither agree nor disagree compared to non-members.

Age
The survey also showed similar significant relationships between the age of farmers and their opinion on the future of their farm business and the industry.
Farmers who were 56 years old and over tended to agree less and disagree more with the following statements:

There is a soil erosion problem across the country

Farming in the 21st century will focus more on environmental management than food production

Farmers who were 56 years old were more likely to agree more with the following statement:

There are too many competing update events for farmers to attend

Farmers in the 36-55 age group were more likely to disagree with the following statement:
I believe strongly that farming is only about the production of commodity foodstuffs
County

Norfolk farmers were more likely to agree with the statement I can’t afford to change the way I farm than farmers from other counties
Introduction

ADER is a collaborative project that serves the rural sector of the East of England by providing advice and support through the services of a County Officer based in each of the land based colleges.  The land-based colleges involved in the ADER project are Shuttleworth College in Bedfordshire, College of West Anglia in Cambridgeshire, Writtle College in Essex, Oaklands College in Hertfordshire, Easton College in Norfolk and Otley College in Suffolk.

To better understand the needs of our rural clients, ADER launched the ADER Farm Survey in November 2006 and collected data until the end of January 2007.  A conscious decision was made to not make this survey laborious and therefore farmers were not required to fill in their farm details as they do on so many other surveys.  The reason behind this decision was that this kind of detailed farm information has been collected elsewhere in other surveys.  With this in mind, the questionnaire was designed to take a snapshot of farmer opinions about various issues concerning current farming activities and to better understand how they view the future.  As a result of this, a substantial number of completed questionnaires were returned and the feedback both on the design of and the intention behind the questionnaire was positive.

Methodology

Designing the Survey
The questionnaire was designed by the entire ADER team and a marketing lecturer from Writtle College in October 2006.  By drawing upon the experience of the ADER Officers working in the rural sector everyday, the main issues that keep arising were highlighted.  These issues were condensed into 18 different statements to which each participant had 6 choices in how they answered; strongly agree, agree, neither agree nor disagree, disagree, strongly disagree and not applicable.  This design was based upon the Likert Scale.  In order to carry out an in-depth analysis of the results, participants were also asked to state their county, age, gender and membership of LEAF and FWAG.

It is important to note that the questionnaire was designed by a committee of 8 people.  The design of the questionnaire had two aims; to be quick and easy to complete and to create a personal and emotional reaction within the individual which would provoke an opinion on each statement.  The questionnaire was restricted to one side of A4 paper and 18 statements.  These statements were designed to be extremely relevant to each farmer and were based around current and future economic, environmental and social issues about which a farmer would likely hold a private personal opinion but would perhaps not regularly articulate.

A five point Likert-scale was set out beside each statement with the options of strongly agree, agree, neither agree nor disagree, disagree, strongly disagree.  The respondents were also given the choice of ticking not applicable.  It was felt that this provided enough options to allow the individual to articulate his/her opinion in regards to the statement.  The five point Likert-scale was also chosen due to its simplicity in regards to compiling and inputting the data into a statistical package.

Age, gender, membership of environmental groups and county of residence were also asked for to allow deeper analysis of the results.  This was done to allow comparison between groups within the sample.

The reason why data was mostly collected at ADER events was that these events provide quick and widespread access to farmers in the industry.

Analysis of the data
Once the final design was agreed, copies were sent to each ADER County Officer to distribute to participants of ADER events.  By the end of January 2007, 377 questionnaires were collected.  

The participants in the survey came from Suffolk (118), Essex (87), Norfolk (65) and Cambridgeshire (62), Bedfordshire (23) and Hertfordshire (11).  No events were run in Hertfordshire due to the ADER County Officer post in that county being vacant at the time.  Hertfordshire farmers who completed the survey travelled to ADER events in other counties.

It should be pointed out therefore that any comparison of opinion from farmers in Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire must be made from a far smaller sample of people compared to the other counties.  

It is also important to mention that the sample is representative of farmers who attend ADER events.  It can not be truly claimed as representative of all farmers across the region
Once the 377 questionnaires had been returned, the data was manually inputted into a SPSS computer package.  This was done by two people; one calling out the data and the other inputting it into a computer.

The data was cross-tabulated by age, gender, county and membership of FWAG and/or LEAF to find significant relationships in the sample.  This was done by SPSS as was the calculation of the Mean and the Standard Deviation.  The cross-tabulated results were then tested for significance by using the Chi² test at the 5% level of significance.

Due to the comparatively small sample of respondents in Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire it was decided to combine the two data sets together when testing for significance between counties in the samples.  This was done to overcome inherent shortcomings of the Chi² test as there must be a minimum of 5 data subjects in each part of the calculation.  This can be justified due to the similarities of the two counties in terms of location, soil type, comparable levels of urbanisation and landscape etc.

Focus Group Research
As the aim behind this survey was to assess the feelings and opinions of farmers, it was felt that farmers were qualified to interpret the results of the survey.  Therefore the results were put in front of two focus groups who were simply asked to discuss the results that they found interesting.  The identities of those who expressed their opinions were kept completely confidential.  The discussions were recorded to help with transcribing later.
Focus group A (8 men and 1 woman) was held in Cambridgeshire in late February 2007 and focus group B (5 men and 1 woman) was held in Essex in early March 2007.
Results from the Survey
Primary results of the survey

The results of the ADER Farm Survey 2006/07 are presented in Table 1.  To view the results in graph form, please see the appendices.
	Statements
	% 
	Mean

(1=Strongly agree, 5=Strongly disagree)
	Standard Deviation

	
	Strongly Agree
	Agree
	Neither
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Not Applicable
	Not answered
	
	

	Over the next 10 years, learning and taking advantage of new information will be critical for successful management


	27.6
	55.7
	10.9
	1.9
	0.8
	2.1
	1.1
	2.0
	0.96

	I'm willing to change my farming to satisfy customer needs


	16.4
	63.9
	9.3
	1.9
	1.9
	4.2
	2.4
	2.1
	1.12

	I'm planning ahead with an eye on market trends and opportunities


	17.2
	61.8
	9.0
	3.2
	1.6
	6.1
	1.1
	2.3
	1.22

	Climate change will affect my business


	11.4
	54.4
	22.5
	5.0
	1.6
	3.7
	1.1
	2.4
	1.08

	I can easily obtain the advice and information I need to develop my farm business


	8.2
	56.0
	21.5
	6.1
	2.9
	4.0
	1.3
	2.5
	1.13

	Farming in the 21st century will focus more on environmental management than food production


	11.9
	44.8
	23.3
	13.8
	3.2
	1.1
	1.9
	2.5
	1.09

	I'll continue to manage environmental features (field margins, hedgerows, etc.) even after EU funding ends


	10.1
	52.5
	18.3
	9.3
	3.7
	4.5
	1.6
	2.5
	1.22

	Diffuse pollution is a major issue for farming


	7.2
	46.4
	30.5
	7.7
	2.4
	2.9
	2.9
	2.5
	1.10

	Soil erosion is not a problem on my farm


	10.9
	49.9
	17.5
	11.4
	2.4
	6.4
	1.6
	2.6
	1.30

	Compared with last year, I will invest more capital in my farm business next year


	5.8
	35.5
	30.0
	15.6
	3.7
	8.0
	1.3
	2.7
	0.96

	There are too may competing update events for farmers to attend


	10.6
	25.7
	37.1
	16.7
	4.2
	3.4
	2.1
	2.8
	1.22

	There is a soil erosion problem across the country


	3.4
	34.5
	38.2
	13.5
	3.4
	4.0
	2.9
	2.8
	1.07

	The next generation is actively involved in the long-term business decision making on the farm


	7.4
	32.9
	23.1
	13.5
	5.6
	15.9
	1.3
	3.2
	1.58

	The public is a barrier to my farm business developments


	4.2
	19.4
	29.7
	26.8
	12.7
	4.8
	2.4
	3.3
	1.30

	I can't afford to change the way I farm


	3.2
	21.5
	23.3
	30.5
	12.7
	6.9
	1.9
	3.4
	1.33

	I'm confident I can farm successfully after 2012 with no government support payment


	4.5
	21.2
	22.8
	23.3
	18.0
	8.8
	1.3
	3.5
	1.41

	I believe strongly farming is only about production of commodity foodstuffs


	3.2
	14.3
	19.4
	44.8
	15.4
	1.1
	1.9
	3.5
	1.15

	In the management of my farm, I don't distinguish between the landscape and production


	1.1
	19.1
	19.4
	29.4
	19.1
	9.0
	2.9
	3.6
	1.40


Table 1.
Significant results

The results of the ADER Farm Survey 2006/07 have produced a number of statistically significant results.  The largest grouping of significant results came from a comparison of farmers who are members of LEAF or FWAG or both and farmers who are members of neither.  The next most numerous grouping of significant results came from a comparison of the age groups.  A comparison of counties only yielded one significant difference in the sample.  A comparison of the sexes did not observe any significant differences.

Membership of LEAF and/or FWAG

As can be seen in Figure 1 farmers in the survey who were members of LEAF, FWAG or both were more likely to disagree with the statement ‘In the management of my farm, I don’t distinguish between the landscape and production’ than farmers who were not members. There was a just significant relationship ((²  = 6.08,  2 df, p<0.05).
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Figure 1.

The statement ‘I’m confident I can farm successfully after 2012 with no government support payment’ proved to be more complicated as can be seen in Figure 2.  Members of LEAF and/or FWAG tended to disagree more with this statement than non-members.  Non-members tended to more strongly disagree.  However members of LEAF and/or FWAG significantly neither agreed nor disagreed with this statement compared to non-members ((²  = 6.24,  2 df, p<0.05).
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Figure 2.
As can be seen in Figure 3 members of LEAF and/or FWAG were more likely to disagree or strongly disagree with the statement ‘I can’t afford to change the way I farm’ than non-members.  This was a just significant relationship ((²  = 6.07,  2 df, p<0.05).
[image: image8.emf]0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

Strongly

Agree

Agree

Neither

Disagree

Strongly

Disagree

Members of LEAF

and/or FWAG

Non-members


Figure 3
In relation to the statement ‘I’m willing to change my farming to satisfy customer needs’ members of LEAF and/or FWAG were more likely to be in agreement than non-members as can be seen in Figure 4.  ((²  = 6.86,  2 df, p<0.05).
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Figure 4.
Members of LEAF and/or FWAG were more likely to disagree or strongly disagree with the statement ‘The public is a barrier to my farm business developments’. However as can be seen in Figure 5, more LEAF and/or FWAG farmers also tended to neither agree nor disagree with this statement compared to non-members.  ((²  = 6.69,  2 df, p<0.05).
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Figure 5.
The statement ‘Soil erosion is not a problem on my farm’ was also interesting.  When a comparison was made between members of LEAF only, members of FWAG only, members of both and non-members a significant difference was observed.  As can be seen in Figure 6 farmers who were members of both organisations were less likely to agree with this statement than the other groupings of farmers.  ((²  = 18.10,  6 df, p<0.05).
[image: image11.emf]0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

Non-

members

LEAF FWAG Both

Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither

Disagree

Strongly Disagree


Figure 6.
The results from the statement ‘Farming in the 21st century will focus more on environmental management than food production’ were intriguing as well as significant.  Non-members were more likely to agree with this statement compared to members of LEAF and/or FWAG.  Members of LEAF and/or FWAG were more likely to neither agree nor disagree compared to non-members.  ((²  = 10.47,  2 df, p<0.05).
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Figure 7.
With the statement ‘I believe that farming is only about production of commodity foodstuffs’ members of LEAF and/or FWAG were more likely to disagree than non-members as can be seen in Figure 8.  ((²  = 7.32,  2 df, p<0.05).
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Figure 8.
As can be seen in Figure 9 members of LEAF and/or FWAG were also more likely to agree with the statement ‘I’ll continue to manage environmental features (field margins, hedgerows, etc.) even after EU funding ends’ than non-members.  ((²  = 7.91,  2 df, p<0.05).
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Figure 9.

Age

A number of significant differences were also noted between the three age categories in relation to certain statements.

Farmers who were 56 years old and over were more likely to agree with the statement ‘There are too many competing update events for farmers to attend’ than younger farmers as can be seen in Figure 10.  ((²  = 27.15,  4 df, p<0.05).
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Figure 10.

As can be seen in Figure 11 the statement ‘There is a soil erosion problem across the country’ showed that farmers who are 56 years old and over tended to agree less with this statement and disagree more with the statement than younger farmers.  ((²  = 10.74,  4 df, p<0.05).
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Figure 11.
Again in Figure 12 farmers who were 56 years old and over tended to agree less and disagree more with the statement ‘Farming in the 21st century will focus more on environmental management than food production’ than younger farmers. This was a just significant relationship ((²  = 9.53,  4 df, p<0.05).
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Figure 12.
Farmers in the 36-55 age group disagreed more with the statement ‘I believe strongly farming is only about production of commodity foodstuffs’ than the other two age groups as can be seen in Figure 13.  ((²  = 19.53,  4 df, p<0.05).
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Figure 13.

County

In the comparison between counties, only the statement ‘I can’t afford to change the way I farm’ showed a significant difference in opinion.  As can be seen in Figure 14 Norfolk farmers agreed most with this statement. Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire farmers neither agreed nor disagreed with this statement the most.  ((²  = 16.59,  8 df, p<0.05).
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Figure 14.
Gender

No significant differences were observed between the opinions of men and women in this survey

Results of the Focus Group discussions
Statement 1.
Compared with last year, I will invest more capital in my farm business next year.

Group A

The group pointed out that the wording of the statement did not make sense.  They suggested that the statement should have been ‘compared with last year, I will invest capital in my farm business this year’.  It was agreed however that the respondents probably knew what was meant by the statement anyway.  This is probably true as the survey has been completed by 377 people without one of them expressing confusion with the statement.
Upon investigating the results in the appendices the group was not surprised that 18-35 year olds were more confident than people in the older categories.  The group believed that this was probably because the young have the luxury of time to see a return on their investment.  
The discussion then broadened to encompass issues surrounding succession.  It was strongly felt that the young generation should be given free reign when taking over a business and not be hampered by the older generation.  They should not take on any business if they don’t have full control of the purse-strings.

The group agreed that even though most older people probably do have the capital to invest many don’t have the time remaining to see the return on their investment and don’t want the risk involved.

It was suggested that each generation wants at least 20 years at the helm of the business.  The group believed that a phenomenon can occur where as each generation inherits the farm later in life, then the next generation becomes even older when they get a chance.

However a Land Agent who was sitting in on the discussion claimed that he has noticed a trend amongst his clients in recent times.  Many of the clients are now handing the farm over the next generation earlier than they would have due to the increase in regulation and associated paperwork.  It was felt by the group that farming is rapidly becoming an activity only suited to young people and the older generation do not want the hassle.

Statement 2.
In the management of my farm, I don’t distinguish between the landscape and production.

Group B

The group found the use of the word ‘distinguish’ interesting.  The group did not believe that farmers distinguish between landscape and production as farming has always been a mixture of both.  While the group conceded that some farmers are focussed solely on production, they believed that most people farming for the long-term want to manage both landscape and production correctly.

The group felt that it is the government who is making this into a problem.  The group claimed that government officials will speak sensibly about this issue off-record but never when on-record.  The group feel that policy-makers just don’t understand the connection that farmers have to the land.  They also felt that most urban people do not think that farmers distinguish between landscape and production.  The group believed that the whole landscape/production dilemma is being driven by EU policy.

The group do not believe that common sense is being used in relation to the recording of compliance with regulations.  The group felt that the time and resources that are spent on checking entire farms at present is very wasteful.  They did not believe that this level of record keeping is going to help either the environment or the impact of production and that the government has more records to keep than it can handle.

One member of the group stated that he had heard that several hundred new inspectors are being trained up at this very moment.  This concerned the group greatly.  They feel that too many people without experience of the industry are in control and this is why landscape issues are being given too much of a weighting because of the lack of understanding about production.  The group believes that the reason why the government is so fearful about the landscape being destroyed is because there are too many quangos with vested interests pushing this point of view.

The group felt that farmers need to get more people out on to farms and that sixth form students should be educated about farming.  The group gave an example of how several schools used to do walking trips around Colchester and Tendring and visit several different farms in a day.  They believed this kind of initiative used to work well and should be pursued more.  But it was pointed out with regret by the group that this initiative no longer happens.

The group believed that many lobby groups are extremely well funded and they therefore have far more resources in terms of money and personnel to push their point of view.  Therefore people need to be educated more from the farmers perspective to counter the lobby groups.  The group gave an example of groups on the Essex coast who are meeting to discuss sea defences are being overpowered by lobby groups such as the RSPB because they have professional lobbyists.  Farmers do not have the time or the training to compete and are losing their confidence to represent themselves.  The group feel that many farmers are now just keeping to themselves because they cannot get a fair hearing.

The group also felt that they have no control beyond their farm gate anymore.  They believe that when the food industry suffers a scandal, farmers generally get the blame instead of the food processors.  They also believed that supermarkets are constantly undermining farmers.  One member of the group gave an example of a conversation with a person from Tesco at their stand at the Suffolk Show last year.  He claimed that the Tesco person told him that Tesco is not afraid of strict government regulations because the government is depending on the supermarkets to keep economic inflation down.  The group also believed that 3 out of 14 advisers to the government on agriculture are from Tesco and therefore agricultural policy is skewed.

The group went on to discuss their opinion about whole sustainability agenda being based on half truths.  The group believed that a sustainable future is where farmers can re-invest in their farms.  The next generation need to be able to make a living equal to their peers to attract them into the industry.  They mentioned how it was not unusual in the past to have 3 generations making a living on a farm but now most farms can only support one generation and rarely the next generation.

They believed that this is an issue which is having a long-term impact on farm business.  The members of the group were not sure that farmers are confident to invest for the long-term any more.  They feel that the goalposts are moving all the time compared to 20 years ago and that farmers are now farming to standstill.  

Some in the group disagreed with the statement while others agreed because they believe that production looks after the landscape as it goes along.

The group wondered that if this question went to London would the government distinguish between LEAF and FWAG.  The group did not form a conclusion other than that farmers can not agree on this issue either or what is the best way to farm.

Statement 3.
I’m confident I can farm successfully after 2012 with no government support payment.

Group A

The group was surprised to see that some farmers had actually strongly agreed with this statement.  It was suggested that these were probably farmers who had decoupled completely from production and were getting their income from alternative enterprises.

It was also suggested that the large number of people disagreeing with this statement was due to most farm incomes still being heavily reliant on production and if this remains the case, then the group felt that most farms who have not diversified probably won’t survive after 2012.  The group agreed that subsidies are also still being too heavily relied upon by many farmers.

When they were investigating the appendices it was noted that 38% of Essex farmers agreed with this statement compared to 29% in Cambridgeshire etc.  The group believed this was because Essex farms enjoyed higher land prices due to development opportunities and that the location of Essex farms in relation to urban areas offered more opportunities in general.

The group suggested it would have been better if farmers were asked could they farm successfully after 2012 minus their diversification enterprises.  It was discussed that perhaps farmers based near urban areas were more confident about the future than farmers who are in isolated rural areas.  It was also discussed without any general conclusion that farmers in isolated areas were more resentful of people coming on to their land but some in the group felt that if these farmers want to make money perhaps they should be going for increased public access.

Statement 4.
I can’t afford to change the way I farm.

Group B

Some in the group agreed with the statement but if their business was profitable then of course they could change.  It is hard to reinvest when you can’t see the future.

Others disagreed because they feel that they can’t afford to not change.

The group believed that in the past the subsidy system underpinned confidence in going forward, even though this confidence was based on blind faith that the next 5 years would be as good as the last 5 years.  They felt that this was because there was stability in the market and that Government grants and a controlled market helped this.  But as soon as the UK achieved self-sufficiency in food, this crumbled.

They feared that self-sufficiency and food security is no longer an issue because food can be imported.  This is because in the global market people are confident that they can buy it abroad and cheaply.  There is now an abundant supply of cheap food.  The irony is that now the cost of imported goods is going up.  

The group feel that people in this country are finding France more appealing to farm in as their farmers are more protected by their government.

But the group feel there is an age issue in this question.  Older people are not inclined to change as they don’t find it acceptable but younger people can because they are not tied to the past.  But there is a risk as these days young farmers can’t afford to make mistakes because margins are so tight.

Some in the group felt that women don’t affect the core farm business but do have a large impact on diversifications.  Farm diversifications are a different business from farming.  The female participant was inclined to disagree.

The group feel that they are at the wrong end of the supply chain as the middlemen make all the money.  They felt that farmer markets are a joke in this country as many of them are only held once a month, they can be hardly be expected to be serious competition compared to the volumes that supermarkets sell daily.  Again they felt that it was easier sell through farmer markets in France.
Statement 5.
I’m planning ahead with an eye on market trends and opportunities

Group B

The group did not believe that farmers are good marketers and in fact they are crap.  The group felt that a farmer can’t be everything.  However everyone in the group admitted that they are now selling a little of their crop ahead every year.  They believed that the only farmers who are not marketing now are those affiliated to levy boards.  The group felt that the milk marketing board was correct in principle but that it was mismanaged.

The group believed that the main reason why farmers are still growing wheat is because they are calculating that they can make a profit based on costs over the last 10 years.  The group conceded that farmers are locked into their production systems and it is not easy to change.  The group felt that last year many farmers would not have planted wheat but when the price went to £100 a tonne everybody was back in.  The farmers in this group were planting with a guaranteed price fixed in advance for their wheat.

Statement 6.
I can easily obtain the advice and information I need to develop my farm business

Group A

When investigating the appendices the female member of the group could not understand why 12% of women found the question non-applicable.  When informed that in many of the questions a high percentage of women had ticked the non-applicable box.  This member felt that these women should ashamed of themselves.

There was an issue about the wording of the question amongst the group.  They felt that most farmers interpreted the question in relation to access to production advice.  They believed that this sort of advice is easily accessible but if someone requires advice on developing an alternative farm enterprise or income stream then it is a nightmare to get the help they really need.

New initiatives were deemed a waste of time by the group.  The group felt that these initiatives are set up to respond to an issue that is high on the public agenda at the time.  Once money is put in place, government can tick the box that it has been covered without any noticeable difference made on the ground and the issue then slips off of the agenda.

There were strong feelings about who receives the money to deliver these initiatives.  They felt that it is usually a commercial group like a land agency, consultancy firm, chemical company etc.  One member complained that the delivering organisation benefits because it gets a good picture of each farm business it visits and this informs its own core activities but they only deliver advice for free that people already know.  If someone needs help with planning permission then the farmer has to pay for that service.  

They wanted to know why agricultural training groups can’t get at this money.  Especially as combined groups can have up to 500 members with a strong history of commitment to training and could spend the money wisely.  Instead they felt that commercial groups are sucking up all the money and this was resented by the group.

Group B

This group was unanimous in agreeing that agronomy advice is easy to find.  It is easily understood where the advice will come from, in what form and at what price.  Everything about it is understood.

However, other forms of advice are not easy to get.  The group believe that agents and consultants are all vying for public money.  One participant gave an example of a booklet he received which listed 200 different organisations that are all available to help.  The group believe that these organisations are only in existence to draw down government money and are parasites on the industry.

Statement 7.
I’m willing to change to satisfy customer needs

Group B

This group agreed with this statement as they felt it was a case of necessity.  They believed that the stable period of the past, especially in regards to wheat production, had resulted in farmers losing touch with consumers.

The group was unsure if the word customer in this statement should be interpreted as their grain merchant or a food consumer.  They believed that it is human nature for people to gravitate towards whoever they trust the most and that most farmers felt comfortable in dealing with grain merchants.

They did not consider a Tesco customer as their customer because there are so many different components in the supply chain that the link is lost.  Some farmers are trying to close the gap but others say it involves too much cost for too little benefit.  They also believed that farmers have lost the trust of consumers when quality assurance schemes are mismanaged and that many consumers have lost confidence in the safety of their food.  They also believed that the Little Red Tractor scheme is now absurd.

The group states that changing is fine if you believe that the customer is backing you.  But the group did not seem to believe that they had that backing.
The discussion then went on talk about how Tesco is using environmental benefits as an edge to get customers in.  The group believe that customers are not actually asking for this and that supermarkets are misleading customers because the farmer on the front of the package has no relation to the food inside the package.

The group pondered as to would it be better if all farmers in Europe be tied to the same quality assurance scheme?  This would create a level playing field.  The group was upset as they believe that they are disadvantaged by having to adhere to costly higher welfare standards while still having to compete on price with inferior products imports.  German assurance schemes are nowhere near as good as UK schemes.  The quality of imported products and their production standards are very poor compared to the UK.  However the group decided that it was probably not enforceable.

Statement 11.
Soil erosion is not a problem on my farm.

Group A

The group felt that it was not a big problem in the Fens due to the flat landscape.  When asked about wind erosion it was stated that it was not a problem like it used to be.  Where it does happen, it is on farms where farmers are less well educated.  Farmers don’t want it to happen as it affects the bottom line in their business.

Statement 13.
Climate change will affect my business

Group A

It is fair to say that no general conclusions came out of this group discussion as there were more hypothetical questions than answers.  So the notes from the discussion will reflect this.

Climate change will always be a problem but as it is very difficult to predict the future it is also difficult to plan ahead.

Is it a positive change?  Perhaps there will be opportunities for agriculture.  Much of the media discussion at the moment is contradictory and there is confusion surrounding this issue. When the group was asked about food miles they felt that as long as people expect food to be cheap then it would continue to be brought in from every part of the world.

From the point of view that the weather will always affect the finances of a farm business, the group would agree with this statement.  But long-term it is not going to change farm businesses dramatically.

It was suggested by some in the group that climate change is down to the fact that the world population is unsustainable.  Agriculture can’t both feed the world population and provide bio-fuel to meet demand.  They felt that government is not encouraging bio-fuels at the moment anyway because of the tax regime.
UK farming won’t have much impact overall compared to the destruction of the Amazon rain forest.

One farmer felt that losing cropland to habitat will have a bigger impact to farm businesses than climate change.

The group concluded their discussion by supposing that perhaps there will be a technological solution to the problem but they did not really know.

Statement 14.
Diffuse pollution is a major issue for farming (with references being made to statements 11 and 12)

Group A

The feeling in the group was that strong agreement in the survey to this statement was down to the wording of the statement.  They accepted that diffuse is a problem for farming but not a huge problem for farming and that high nitrogen levels are a by-product of high residues from the War-Ag era.  They were also strongly of the opinion that much of the pollution today comes from non-farming activities.  It is an issue but not only the fault of farming.  Farming practices have changed dramatically in recent years due to fear of consequences in regard to regulations and also from litigation.  Also the high cost of fertilizers means that farmers don’t want to waste it in run-off.

Statement 15.
Farming in the 21st Century will focus on more on environmental management than food production

Group B

The group disagreed with this statement because the population will still need to be fed.  The world population is still growing and won’t even peak until 2050.

They strongly believe that the landscape cannot be paid for and sustained without profitable food production.  The environmental agenda is being taken over by carbon footprints, food miles etc.  They believed there will be a shift away from imports and that each country will have to learn to feed itself and that this will be good for UK farming.   They believe that there will be a greater balance in policy in the future as food production will be seen as a necessary part of the environment.  They group believed that climate change issues will be integrated more with food production.  They were strong in their belief that the environment won’t survive without food production.

The group expanded their discussion to trends that they perceive are taking place.  They believe that at the moment farming systems are polarising between large commodity producers and niche market farmers.  If large commodity producers keep getting bigger by buying land from farmers leaving the industry, then this will significant impact on the landscape.  They believe this can’t be good for the environment in the long-term.  If outside bodies keep having too much influence on agricultural practices then more farmers will have to sell up.  This will result in farms getting bigger but not better.

The group also wondered if wealthy city people might start to buy up large tracts of land in the future.  Will we start seeing an increase in tenancies again?  After the war most Lords were landowners.  Therefore farmers had a huge influence on public bodies unlike today.  The idea that this trend might create more political power for farming in the future was entertained but not pursued by the group.
The group believe that the public perception of the importance of farming to the overall economy has been twisted over recent years.  It needs to be realised that lots of jobs depend directly and indirectly on farming. 

Comments made outside of the main discussion concerning the statements from the ADER Farm Survey 2006/07.  

Group B

At the start of the session the group questioned why they were being asked to guess the future.  They felt that if bureaucrats can not predict the future then how could the farmers in this survey do it any better?

The group felt that farmers are already working under the assumption that there will be no subsidies after 2012.  The group expressed concern that ADER needs to be careful in how this survey and the comments from the focus groups are presented to policymakers.  The group do not want the government to have the impression that most farmers can survive without subsidies.  UK farmers can only survive if all farmers in the EU have no subsidies and that the playing field is level.

Cheap imports are unbalancing the market at the moment.  Foreign countries (particularly from Eastern European) need to export their surpluses to float their economies.  This is impacting heavily on UK agriculture.  If the currency was weaker, prices would go up for UK farmers.

On the other hand the Chinese are getting wealthier and importing more than ever.  This is viewed as an opportunity by the group.  They hoped that bio-fuels and renewable energy production will raise prices in the future.  If this happens then that should ease the impact of operating without a subsidy.  But the group was worried that if commodity prices go up then it will be politically easier for Government to remove subsidies.

The group expressed fears that the Common Agricultural Policy will be renationalised.  If it does and the UK government gets more control, this will be bad news for farmers as the Government will create an uneven playing field.  One example that they gave for this fear is that at the moment young people are getting incentives to enter the industry in other countries but not here.

The group wondered if subsidies will really be abolished because of the amount of administrative jobs that will be lost.

Group A

The group wanted to send out a message.  Farmers can help themselves if given the correct support to meet the challenges they face.  There is a need to raise the profile of farming and its benefits both the government and to society in general.  But the group was confident that the image of farming is improving amongst the general public.  This is because of a greater understanding of the environmental services that farming can provide.  Also the group believed that the general public now understand that the Single Farm Payment is for environmental improvements and that the public are upset to see the waste of public money that is occurring because of the problems in the Rural Payments Agency.

They supported the principle behind the ADER Farm Survey 2006/07 and that anything that raises the profile of farmers is worth backing.

Discussion
The following are points of discussion which the ADER Farm Survey 2006/07 has highlighted:

Farmers perception of the future of their industry
There is no doubt that farmers are looking towards a future in an unsupported market with some trepidation.  The focus group discussions showed that the participants believed that many farm incomes are still very much dependant on the Single Farm Payment.  The survey results showed that there was a lack of consensus as to whether farmers believe they can farm successfully without financial support after 2012.  The focus groups were keen to point out that the farmers who were confident were probably those who could depend on farm diversification enterprises to provide their income.  Many farmers still have not achieved this and those who are situated away from urban areas were less likely to do so.  In fact the results of the survey showed that farmers from Norfolk were more likely to agree that they can’t afford to change than farmers from other counties.
A paradox emerges where the focus groups believe that many farms will need diversification projects to supply their income but the survey results show that there is still a lack of consensus in the region as to whether the public (i.e. potential customers) are a barrier to their business or not.
The survey results also showed that when farmers were asked if the next generation was involved in the farm, there was again a lack of consensus on the issue.  In fact almost 16% of farmers said that this statement was non-applicable to them.

The focus groups worried about the age of farmers who are in control of farm businesses at the moment.  They questioned whether many older farmers were actually making the large and necessary investments required to change the direction of their business.

The survey showed however that LEAF and FWAG members seem to have a different view.  They were more likely to say that they can afford to change their farming than non-members.  They were more likely agree that they are willing to change their farming to satisfy customer needs and that the public was not a barrier to their farm business developments.  They were also more likely to disagree with the concept that farming is only about the production of commodity foodstuffs.

The environment

The survey showed that 65% of farmers agree that climate change will affect their business.  The focus group discussions however suggested that farmers are not sure if this will have a positive or a negative affect and much confusion remains.
Farmers tended to agree that diffuse pollution and soil erosion are problems for the industry (farmers who are 56 years old and over were less likely to agree though).  However they did not seem to believe that soil erosion was a problem on their own farm.  The survey did show however that members of LEAF and FWAG were more likely to admit there was a soil erosion problem on their land than non-members or members of only LEAF or FWAG.  
The discussions amongst the focus groups became quite defensive when discussing environmental issues.  They were keen to point out that pollution is a problem for many industries including local authorities and not just for agriculture.  Any discussion of environmental issues showed that fear of regulations tended to make the groups view environmental management issues as a threat to their business rather than a future opportunity.  The groups believed that they are very careful of their soil management and their chemical fertiliser and spray applications because wastage was so expensive.  They were unable to provide empirical evidence to support their belief however.  This would suggest that they believe their farming practice is not harmful rather than knowing this and proving it.  The focus groups seemed to believe that they were currently perceived by society as a part of the problem rather than a part of the solution.

There is reason to suggest that at present farmers do not relate with the national environmental agenda.  Farmers tended to agree that farming will focus more on environmental management than food production in the 21st century, although farmers over 56 agreed less.  Interestingly the survey results show that LEAF/FWAG members are more likely to agree they will manage environmental features without a support payment.  But when asked if farming focus more on environmental management than food production in the future they were less likely to agree with this statement than non-members and more likely to neither agree nor disagree.  This is food for thought given that these are members of farming organisations that are created around a philosophy of environmental protection.  It would have been natural to assume that they would see environmental protection increasing in importance over food production but the survey results show they do not.  The question must therefore be asked; did farmers agree with this statement because it is their own point of view or did they answer according to how they perceive the direction the industry being taken by the government agenda?  
There would also seem to be a different view on sustainability.  The discussions amongst the focus groups suggest that they view sustainable farming as the means to allow them to remain on their farms and to farm profitably.  Therefore environmental regulations and farm inspections are viewed as an obstacle to achieving their idea of sustainability.  The survey results showed there was no consensus amongst farmers as to whether  they believed farming is only about the production of commodity foodstuffs nor that they do not distinguish between the landscape and production.  Interestingly the survey results showed that farmers who were between 36 and 55 were more likely to disagree that farming is only about commodity foodstuffs than those in the younger and older age groups.  

The focus group discussions suggest that farmers believe that the landscape of Britain has been created by agricultural activity and therefore they view the landscape and production as interlinked.  Focus group B went as far as to state their belief that profitable agricultural activity was very much part of the solution to successful environmental management.  Members of LEAF and FWAG also showed in this survey that they were even less likely than non-members to distinguish between landscape and production.
All this would suggest that farmers and the rest of society approach environmental issues from two very different view points.  They do not seem to share a common language when discussing these issues and therefore misunderstanding and mistrust ensues.  This would perhaps explain why the focus groups were so negative when discussing their experiences of dealing with government.
Issues of trust

The discussions of the focus groups would suggest that they feel undervalued by wider society and are very much on the defensive.  Their discussions would suggest that the groups believe they have lost the trust of the public through no fault of their own as individual farmers e.g. food processing scandals, mismanaged quality assurance schemes etc.  They do not seem to trust government or EU intentions to help the agricultural industry.  They do not feel that their voice is being heard and that they do not feel able to compete in open debate with powerful lobby groups such as environmental-centric organisations like the RSPB who employ professional lobbyists.  The groups claimed that farmers are now more likely to remain on their farms than engage in dialogue with the rest of society on these issues.  It was interesting to note that the rumours regarding Tesco and farm inspections mentioned in the discussions were accepted as fact by the groups and seemed to be readily used to reinforce their view that their industry is under attack.  
The survey also showed that instead of engaging with the general public and viewing them as an opportunity, farmers were still very unsure as to whether should they view the public as a barrier to their farm business development of not.
Access to information and advice

The ability of farmers to learn and take advantage of new information to aid in successful management for the future would appear to be critical.  This issue produced the strongest level of agreement in the entire survey.

The survey showed that farmers tended to agree that they could easily obtain the advice and information that they needed with 83.3% agreeing or strongly agreeing.  A closer investigation with the focus groups suggested that farmers interpreted this statement in relation to their ability to access to production advice which seems to be easily accessible.  The focus group discussions would seem to suggest that there are far higher levels of discontent when it comes to obtaining advice on issues outside of production.  There would appear to be resentment as to how and by whom this advice is delivered.  The current system of advice provision in this region is perceived by the focus groups as fragmented and to be benefiting private organisations rather than farmers.  The results of the survey showed that farmers agreed that there were too many competing update events to attend, however, older farmers were more likely to agree than the younger groups.

Agricultural training groups seemed to have high levels of trust as knowledge providers amongst farmers but these training groups do not seem have access to public money at present.  Focus group A specifically stated that this would be a good route for them to access the advice and training that they need.
Marketing

Farmers in the survey tended to agree that they are planning ahead with an eye on market trends and opportunities with 79% agreeing or strongly agreeing.  At 80.3%, a slightly higher percentage said that they were willing to change their farming to satisfy customer needs.  The discussions amongst the focus groups however tended to suggest that most farmers perceive their market as the commodities market and their customers as trading merchants rather than consumers.  The focus group discussions also tend to suggest that many farmers still see themselves operating in a supply chain that does not connect them with consumers. 
The role of women in agriculture
The percentage of women (14%) who participated in this survey was quite low compared to men (86%).  As can be seen in the appendices it was shown in this survey that a high percentage of women (between 12% and 20% depending on the statement) do not consider themselves a part of the decision making process in relation to production and environmental issues or in the future planning of the farm business.
The men in the focus groups also believed that women did not influence production decisions but that they were becoming more important in managing farm diversification projects.

In regards to succession issues the survey showed that women were more likely than men to believe that the next generation was actively involved in the long-term business decision making of the farm.
Members of LEAF and FWAG
It is clear from the results of the survey that members of these organisations are more comfortable with changing their farming for the future than non-members.  They are less likely to view the public as a barrier and more willing to manage environmental features.  They seem to have a different outlook for the future of their business without having change the fundamentals of how they perceive themselves; producers of food.  The survey also showed that farmers who are members of both LEAF and FWAG are significantly more willing to admit that there are problems such as soil erosion on their farm than any other grouping of farmers.
Some questions pose themselves which the ADER Farm Survey 2006/07 does not answer.  Are farmers who are members of LEAF and/or FWAG all like-minded people who use these organisations to come together?  Or are LEAF and FWAG activities actually changing the mindset of their members?
Appendix A

Questionnaire
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Appendix B
General results from the ADER Farm Survey 2006/07
Statement 1.
Compared with last year, I will invest more capital in my farm business next year.

[image: image21.emf]N/A Strongly 

Disagree

Disagree Neither Agree Strongly Agree

Compared with last year, I will invest more capital in my farm business next 

year

40

30

20

10

0

Percent
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Age

50% of 18-35 year olds agreed or strongly agreed compared to 43 % of people 56 and over and 39% of 36-55 year olds 

Gender

43% of men agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to only 32% of women

LEAF/FWAG membership

41% of FWAG members and 40% of members of both LEAF and FWAG agreed with this statement compared to 34% of non-members and 32% of LEAF members.

32% of LEAF members disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement compared to 19% of non members, 19% of members of both LEAF and FWAG and 14% FWAG members

13% of non members said this statement was non-applicable compared to 3% of FWAG members.  No LEAF member or a member of both LEAF and FWAG said this statement was non-applicable

County

54% of Bedfordshire farmers agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 46% in Cambridgeshire, 45% in Suffolk, 37% in Essex, 36% in Hertfordshire and 33% in Norfolk.

37% of Norfolk farmers neither agreed nor disagreed to this statement compared to 33% in Suffolk, 29% in Essex, 27% in Hertfordshire, 27% Bedfordshire and 23% in Cambridgeshire.

26% of Norfolk farmers disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement compared to 22% in Cambridgeshire, 20% in Essex, 18% in Hertfordshire, 18% Suffolk and 5% in Bedfordshire.

18% of Hertfordshire farmers felt that this statement was non-applicable compared to 14% in Bedfordshire, 14% in Essex, 8% in Cambridgeshire, 5% in Norfolk and 3% in Suffolk.

Statement 2.
In the management of my farm, I don’t distinguish between the landscape and production
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Age

No noticeable differences were found between the samples

Gender

53% of men disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement compared to only 45% of women

20% of women said this question was non applicable compared to 6% of men

LEAF/FWAG membership

30% of LEAF members (no LEAF member strongly agreed) and 27% of non-members agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 17% of members of both LEAF and FWAG and 11% of FWAG members.

57% of FWAG members and 56% of members of both LEAF and FWAG disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement compared to 44% of LEAF members and 42% on non-members

14% of non-members said this statement was non-applicable compared to 8% of LEAF members and 1% FWAG members and.  No member of both LEAF and FWAG said that this statement was non-applicable.

County

26% of Bedfordshire farmers agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 25% in Cambridgeshire, 20% in Suffolk, 19% in Essex, 19% in Norfolk and none in Hertfordshire.

26% of Bedfordshire farmers neither agreed nor disagreed to this statement compared to 25% in Norfolk, 22% in Hertfordshire, 21% in Essex, 17% in Suffolk and 16% in Cambridgeshire.

57% of Cambridgeshire farmers and 57% of Suffolk farmers disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement compared to 55% in Hertfordshire, 48% in Essex, 47% in Norfolk and 26% in Bedfordshire.

22% of Hertfordshire farmers and 22% of Bedfordshire farmers felt that this statement was non-applicable compared to 12% in Essex, 9% in Norfolk, 6% in Suffolk and 3% in Cambridgeshire.

Statement 3.
I’m confident I can farm successfully after 2012 with no government support payment
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Age

30% of 36-55 year olds and 29% of 18-35 year olds agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 19% of the 56 and over group

Gender

20% of women said this question was non applicable compared to 6% of men

LEAF/FWAG membership

36% of LEAF members agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 26% of non-members, 23% of members of both LEAF and FWAG and 22% of FWAG members

46% of members of both LEAF and FWAG, 44% of non-members and 41% of FWAG members disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement compared to 31% of LEAF members.

13% of non-members said this statement was non-applicable compared to 5% of LEAF members and 4% FWAG members and.  No member of both LEAF and FWAG said that this statement was non-applicable.

County

38% of Essex farmers agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 29% in Cambridgeshire, 26% in Suffolk, 18% in Norfolk, 18% in Hertfordshire and 9% in Bedfordshire.

61% of Bedfordshire farmers disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement compared to 47% in Norfolk, 43% in Suffolk, 36% in Hertfordshire, 34% in Essex and 34% in Cambridgeshire.

18% of Hertfordshire farmers felt that this statement was non-applicable compared to 13% in Cambridgeshire,11% in Essex, 11% in Norfolk, 4% in Bedfordshire and 3% in Suffolk.

Statement 4.

I can’t afford to change the way I farm
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Age

52% of 18-35 year olds disagreed or strongly disagreed to this statement compared to 46% of 36-55 year olds and 40% of 56 and overs.

Gender

Men:

26% agreed or strongly agreed



23% neither agreed nor disagreed



47% disagreed or strongly disagreed

Women:
18% agreed or strongly agreed



31% neither agreed nor disagreed



32% disagreed or strongly disagreed

18% of women said this question was non applicable compared to 5% of men

LEAF/FWAG membership

29% of non-members and 26% of LEAF members agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 19% of members of both LEAF and FWAG and 18% of FWAG members.  No member of both LEAF and FWAG strongly agreed with this statement.

55% of members of both LEAF and FWAG, 51% of LEAF members and 51% of FWAG members disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement compared to 38% of non-members.

11% of non-members said this statement was non-applicable compared to 3% FWAG members and 3% of LEAF members.  No member of both LEAF and FWAG said that this statement was non-applicable

County

40% of Norfolk farmers agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 30% in Hertfordshire, 27% in Suffolk, 26% in Bedfordshire, 16% in Cambridgeshire, and 15% in Essex.

40% of Hertfordshire farmers neither agreed nor disagreed with this statement compared to 30% in Bedfordshire, 27% in Suffolk, 26% in Essex, 21% in Cambridgeshire and 16% in Norfolk.

53% of Cambridgeshire farmers disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement compared to 48% in Essex, 41% in Norfolk, 41% in Suffolk, 39% in Bedfordshire and 30% in Hertfordshire.

11% of Essex farmers felt that this statement was non-applicable compared to 10% in Cambridgeshire, 5% in Norfolk, 4% in Suffolk, 4% in Bedfordshire and none in Hertfordshire.

Statement 5.

I’m planning ahead with an eye on market trends and opportunities
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Age

No noticeable differences were found between the samples

Gender

83% of men agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 73% of women

15% of women said this question was non applicable compared to 4% of men

LEAF/FWAG membership

98% of members of both LEAF and FWAG agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 85% of FWAG members, 80% of LEAF members and 74% of non-members.

County

87% of Bedfordshire farmers agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 85% of Suffolk. 82% in Hertfordshire, 80% in Norfolk, 79% in Cambridgeshire and 75% in Essex.

12% of Essex farmers neither agreed nor disagreed to this statement compared to 10% in Suffolk, 9% in Bedfordshire, 8% in Cambridgeshire, 8% in Norfolk and none on Hertfordshire.

18% of Hertfordshire farmers felt that this statement was non-applicable compared to 7% in Essex, 6% in Norfolk, 5% in Cambridgeshire, 4% in Bedfordshire and 3% in Suffolk.

Statement 6.
I can easily obtain the advice and information I need to develop my farm business
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Age

No noticeable differences were found between the samples

Gender

68% of men agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 51% of women

12% of women said this question was non applicable compared to 2% of men

LEAF/FWAG membership

82% of members of both LEAF and FWAG agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 66% of non-members, 57% of FWAG members and 57% of LEAF members.

34% of FWAG members and 28% of LEAF members neither agreed nor disagreed to this statement compared to 19% of non-members and 13% of members of both LEAF and FWAG.

County

70% of Cambridgeshire farmers agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 66% in Norfolk, 64% in Essex, 64% in Hertfordshire, 60% in Suffolk, and 52% in Bedfordshire.

35% of Bedfordshire farmers neither agreed nor disagreed to this statement compared to 25% in Norfolk, 23% in Cambridgeshire, 21% in Suffolk, 18% in Hertfordshire and 16% in Essex.

Statement 7.

I’m willing to change my farming to satisfy customer needs
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Age

88% of 36-55 year olds agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 83% of 18-35 year olds and 75 % of 56 and over.

Gender

87% of men agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 65% of women

14% of women said this question was non applicable compared to 3% of men

LEAF/FWAG membership

96% of members of both LEAF and FWAG, 92% of LEAF members and 89% of FWAG members agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 76% of non-members.

County

90% of Cambridgeshire farmers agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 86% in Suffolk, 83% in Norfolk, 82% in Hertfordshire, 78% in Bedfordshire and 74% in Essex.

22% of Bedfordshire farmers neither agreed nor disagreed to this statement compared to 14% in Essex, 10% Norfolk, 9% Hertfordshire, 7% in Cambridgeshire and 6% in Suffolk.

Statement 8.

There are too many competing update events for farmers to attend
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Age

18-35 year olds:
28% agreed or strongly agreed

44% neither agreed or disagreed

15% disagreed or strongly disagreed

36-55 year olds:
28% agreed or strongly agreed

45% neither agreed or disagreed

26% disagreed or strongly disagreed

56 and over:
56% agreed or strongly agreed

24% neither agreed nor disagreed

17% disagreed or strongly disagreed

Gender

No significant differences were found between the samples

LEAF/FWAG membership

47% of members of both LEAF and FWAG, 44% of LEAF members and 37% of non-members agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 28% of FWAG members.

28% of FWAG members, 21% of LEAF members and 21% of non-members disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement compared to 15% of members of both LEAF and FWAG

County

45% of Norfolk farmers agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 37% in Bedfordshire, 37% in Cambridgeshire, 36% in Suffolk, 31% in Essex and 27% in Hertfordshire.

Statement 9.
The next generation is actively involved in the long-term business decision making on the farm
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Age

18-35 year olds:
63% agreed or strongly agreed

24% neither agreed or disagreed

3% disagreed or strongly disagreed

36-55 year olds:
24% agreed or strongly agreed

28% neither agreed or disagreed

29% disagreed or strongly disagreed

56 and over:
50% agreed or strongly agreed

16% neither agreed or disagreed

17% disagreed or strongly disagreed

10% of 18-35 year olds said that this question was non applicable.  17% of both 36-55 and 56 and over groups also said this question was non applicable

Gender

Only 39% of men agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 56% of women

22% of men disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement compared to 8% of women

LEAF/FWAG membership

52% of members of both LEAF and FWAG, 49% of LEAF members agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 38% of non-members and 37% of FWAG members.

25% of FWAG members, 21% of LEAF members and 18% of non-members disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement compared to 13% of members of both LEAF and FWAG

County

28% of Essex farmers neither agreed nor disagreed with this statement compared to 26% in Bedfordshire, 24% in Suffolk, 20% in Cambridgeshire, 20% in Norfolk and 9% in Hertfordshire.

24% of Cambridgeshire and 24% of Norfolk farmers disagreed or strongly disagreed to this statement compared to 19% in Essex, 18% in Bedfordshire, 18% in Hertfordshire and 14% in Suffolk.

27% of Hertfordshire farmers felt that this statement was non-applicable compared to 20% in Cambridgeshire, 17% in Suffolk, 13% in Bedfordshire, 13% in Essex and 12% in Norfolk.

Statement 10.
The public is a barrier to my farm business developments
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Age

18-35 year olds:
17% agreed or strongly agreed

36% neither agreed or disagreed

39% disagreed or strongly disagreed

36-55 year olds:
20% agreed or strongly agreed

31% neither agreed or disagreed

46% disagreed or strongly disagreed

56 and over:
31% agreed or strongly agreed

21% neither agreed or disagreed

41% disagreed or strongly disagreed

Gender

24% of men agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 15% of women

15% of women said this question was non applicable compared to 3% of men

LEAF/FWAG membership

28% of non-members and 24% of LEAF members agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 17% of FWAG members and 17% of members of both LEAF and FWAG.

48% of FWAG members, 47% of members of both LEAF and FWAG, 45% of LEAF members disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement compared to 36% of non-members

County

35% of Bedfordshire farmers agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 29% in Essex, 23% in Cambridgeshire, 22% in Suffolk, 20% in Norfolk and 18% in Hertfordshire.

39% of Bedfordshire farmers neither agreed nor disagreed to this statement compared to 36% in Hertfordshire, 35% in Norfolk, 32% in Suffolk, 25% in Essex and 25% in Cambridgeshire.

49% of Cambridgeshire farmers disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement compared to 42% in Suffolk, 40% in Essex, 39% in Norfolk, 36% in Hertfordshire and 26% in Bedfordshire.

Statement 11.
Soil erosion is not a problem on my farm
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Age

Only 49% of 18-35 year olds agreed or strongly agreed to this statement compared to 65% of 36-55 year olds and 67% of people who are 56 and over.

Gender

64% of men agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 46% of women

19% of women said this statement was non applicable compared to 4% of men

LEAF/FWAG membership

69% of FWAG members, 64% of non-members and 64% of LEAF members agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 41% of members of both LEAF and FWAG.

31% of members of both LEAF and FWAG, disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement compared to 13% of LEAF members, 12% of non-members and 9% of FWAG members.

County

70% of Bedfordshire farmers agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 69% in Cambridgeshire, 61% in Essex, 60% in Norfolk, 58% in Suffolk, 55% in Hertfordshire.

27% of Hertfordshire farmers neither agreed nor disagreed to this statement compared to 21% in Essex, 18% in Norfolk, 17% in Suffolk, 16% in Cambridgeshire and 9% in Bedfordshire.

22% of Suffolk farmers disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement compared to 17% in Bedfordshire, 14% in Norfolk, 9% in Cambridgeshire, 9% in Hertfordshire and 8% Essex.

Statement 12.
There is a soil erosion problem across the country
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Age

18-35 year olds:
40% agreed or strongly agreed

49% neither agreed or disagreed

9% disagreed or strongly disagreed

36-55 year olds:
43% agreed or strongly agreed

34% neither agreed or disagreed

21% disagreed or strongly disagreed

56 and over:
29% agreed or strongly agreed

44% neither agreed or disagreed

21% disagreed or strongly disagreed

Gender

No significant differences were found between the samples

LEAF/FWAG membership

52% of members of both LEAF and FWAG and 49% of LEAF members agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 37% of non-members and 34% of FWAG members.

21% of FWAG members and 20% of non-members disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement compared to 8% of LEAF members and 8% of members of both LEAF and FWAG.

County

47% of Bedfordshire farmers agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 44% in Cambridgeshire, 42% in Suffolk, 40% in Hertfordshire, 36% in Norfolk and 31% in Essex.

44% of Norfolk farmers neither agreed nor disagreed to this statement compared to 43% in Cambridgeshire, 43% in Essex, 40% in Hertfordshire, 36% in Suffolk and 26% in Bedfordshire.

20% of Hertfordshire farmers disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement compared to 19% in Suffolk and 19% in Essex, 18% in Norfolk, 13% in Bedfordshire and 10% in Cambridgeshire.

13% of Bedfordshire farmers felt that this statement was non-applicable compared to 6% in Essex, 3% in Suffolk, 3% in Cambridgeshire, 2% in Norfolk and none in Hertfordshire.

Statement 13.
Climate my change will affect my business
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Age

No noticeable differences were found between the samples

Gender

14% of women said this statement was non applicable compared to 2% of men

LEAF/FWAG membership

87% of members of both LEAF and FWAG, 80% of LEAF members and 71% of FWAG members agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 59% of non-members.

No LEAF members and no member of both LEAF and FWAG disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement compared to 4% of FWAG members and 10% of non-members 

25% of non-members, 25% of FWAG members and 21% of LEAF members neither agreed nor disagreed with this statement compared to 13% of members of both LEAF and FWAG.

County

75% of Cambridgeshire farmers agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 73% in Bedfordshire, 68% in Suffolk, 66% in Norfolk, 60% in Essex and 50% in Hertfordshire.

20% of Hertfordshire farmers disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement compared to 10% in Essex, 8% in Norfolk, 6% in Suffolk, 3% in Cambridgeshire and none in Bedfordshire.

Statement 14.
Diffuse pollution is a major issue for farming
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Age

No noticeable differences were found between the samples

Gender
No noticeable differences were found between the samples

LEAF/FWAG membership

80% of members of both LEAF and FWAG agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 54% of FWAG members, 51% of non-members and 50% of LEAF members

No member of both LEAF and FWAG disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement compared to 18 % of LEAF members, 15% of FWAG members and 10% of non-members 

35% of non-members and 32% of FWAG members neither agreed nor disagreed with this statement compared to 20% of members of both LEAF and FWAG and 18% of LEAF members.

County

69% of Norfolk farmers agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 64% in Hertfordshire, 64% in Cambridgeshire, 54% in Suffolk, 45% in Essex and 37% in Bedfordshire.

45% of Bedfordshire farmers neither agreed nor disagreed with this statement compared to 36% in Hertfordshire, 35% in Essex, 33% in Suffolk, 27% in Cambridgeshire and 20% in Norfolk.

18% of Bedfordshire farmers disagreed or strongly disagreed to this statement compared to 13% in Essex, 10% in Suffolk, 10% in Norfolk, 5% in Cambridgeshire, and none in Hertfordshire.

Statement 15.
Farming in the 21st century will focus more on environmental management than food production
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Age

61% of 18-35 year olds and 60% of 36-55 year olds agreed or strongly agreed to this statement compared to 51% of 56 and overs.

Gender

56% of men agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 66% of women

LEAF/FWAG membership

63% of non-members, 55% of LEAF members and 54% of members of both LEAF and FWAG agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 47% of FWAG members

34% of LEAF members, 33% of FWAG members 29% of members of both LEAF and FWAG neither agreed nor disagreed with this statement compared to 17% of non-members

County

77% of Bedfordshire farmers agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 64% in Norfolk, 60% in Essex, 53% in Suffolk, 50% in Cambridgeshire and 50% in Hertfordshire.

27% of Norfolk farmers neither agreed nor disagreed to this statement compared to 26% in Suffolk, 25% in Essex, 24% in Cambridgeshire and 14% in Bedfordshire and 10% in Hertfordshire.

40% of Hertfordshire farmers disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement compared to 25% in Cambridgeshire, 20% in Suffolk, 13% in Essex, 10% in Bedfordshire and 8% in Norfolk.

Statement 16.
I believe strongly farming is only about production of commodity foodstuffs
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Age

61% of 18-35 year olds and 73% of 36-55 year disagreed or strongly disagreed to this statement compared to and 48% of 56 and overs

Gender

62% of men disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement compared to 71% of women

LEAF/FWAG membership

21% of non-members, 18% of LEAF members and 15% of members of both LEAF and FWAG agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 10% of FWAG members

75% of members of both LEAF and FWAG disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement compared to 61% of FWAG members, 59% of members of LEAF and 55% of non-members 

23% of LEAF members and 22% of non-members, 17% of FWAG members neither agreed nor disagreed with this statement compared to 10% of members of both LEAF and FWAG.

County

40% of Hertfordshire farmers agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 20% in Cambridgeshire, 20% in Norfolk, 17% in Bedfordshire, 16% in Suffolk and 15% in Essex.

39% of Bedfordshire farmers neither agreed nor disagreed to this statement compared to 21% in Suffolk, 20% in Hertfordshire, 18% in Cambridgeshire, 17% in Essex and 15% in Norfolk.

65% of Essex farmers disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement compared to 64% in Norfolk, 63% in Cambridgeshire, 61% in Suffolk, 44% in Bedfordshire and 40% in Hertfordshire.

Statement 17.
I’ll continue to manage environmental features (field margins, hedgerows, etc.) even after EU funding ends
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Age

No noticeable differences were found between the samples

Gender

15% of women said this statement was non applicable compared to 3% of men.

LEAF/FWAG membership

71% of FWAG members, 69% of LEAF members, 68% of members of both LEAF and FWAG and agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 59% of non-members.

17% of non-members, 11% of LEAF members and 10% of members of both LEAF and FWAG disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement compared to 6% of FWAG members.

County

78% of Bedfordshire farmers agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 70% in Hertfordshire, 67% in Cambridgeshire, 63% in Suffolk, 62% in Essex and 56% in Norfolk.

23% of Norfolk farmers neither agreed nor disagreed to this statement compared to 30% in Bedfordshire, 20% in Suffolk, 20% in Hertfordshire, 17% in Essex, 16% in Cambridgeshire and 9% in Bedfordshire.

18% of Norfolk farmers disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement compared to 14% in Suffolk, 13% in Bedfordshire, 13% in Cambridgeshire, 12% in Essex and none in Hertfordshire.

10% of Hertfordshire farmers felt that this statement was non-applicable compared to 9% in Essex, 3% in Cambridgeshire, 3% in Norfolk, 3% in Suffolk and none in Bedfordshire.

Statement 18.
Over the next 10 years, learning and taking advantage of new information will be critical for successful management
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Age

No noticeable differences were found between the samples

Gender

14% of women said this statement was non applicable compared to 2% of men

LEAF/FWAG membership

91% of members of both LEAF and FWAG, 87% of LEAF members and 85% of FWAG members agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 81% of non-members.

County

100% of Hertfordshire farmers agreed or strongly agreed with this statement compared to 88% in Norfolk, 87% in Cambridgeshire, 84% in Suffolk, 81% in Essex and 78% in Bedfordshire.

17% of Bedfordshire farmers neither agreed nor disagreed to this statement compared to 13% in Essex, 11% in Norfolk, 11% in Cambridgeshire, 10% in Suffolk and none in Hertfordshire.

County of Origin.
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Bedfordshire



18-35 year olds
47%






36-55 years old
41%






56 and over
12%

Essex




18-35 year olds
15%






36-55 years old
51%






56 and over
35%

Cambridgeshire


18-35 year olds
19%






36-55 years old
51%






56 and over
31%

Hertfordshire



18-35 year olds
25%






36-55 years old
50%






56 and over
25%

Norfolk



18-35 year olds
20%






36-55 years old
47%






56 and over
33%

Suffolk



18-35 year olds
19%






36-55 years old
54%






56 and over
27%

Gender

Bedfordshire



Male

85%






Female

15%

Essex




Male

77%






Female

23%

Cambridgeshire


Male

95%






Female

5%

Hertfordshire



Male

73%






Female

27%

Norfolk



Male

77%






Female

23%

Suffolk



Male

93%






Female

7%

LEAF/FWAG membership

Bedfordshire



None

69%






LEAF

9%






FWAG

26%






Both

0%

Essex




None

67%






LEAF

6%






FWAG

22%






Both

6%

Cambridgeshire


None

60%






LEAF

13%






FWAG

21%






Both

6%

Hertfordshire



None

64%






LEAF

9%






FWAG

18%






Both

9%

Norfolk



None

68%






LEAF

15%






FWAG

6%






Both

11%

Suffolk



None

41%






LEAF

10%






FWAG

23%






Both

26%

Age of Participants.
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18-35 years old:

Male

80%





Female

20%

36-55 years old:

Male

88%





Female

12%

56 and over:


Male

88%





Female

12%

LEAF/FWAG membership

18-35 year olds:
61% member of neither group

11% member of LEAF only

14% member of FWAG only

13% member of both LEAF and FWAG

36-55 year olds:
53% member of neither group

10% member of LEAF only

23% member of FWAG only

15% member of both LEAF and FWAG

56 and over:
61% member of neither group

10% member of LEAF only

18% member of FWAG only

11% member of both LEAF and FWAG

County

18-35 years old:
Bedfordshire

12%




Essex


18%




Cambridgeshire
16%




Hertfordshire

3%




Norfolk

19%




Suffolk

32%

36-55 years old:
Bedfordshire

4%




Essex


24%




Cambridgeshire
17%




Hertfordshire

2%




Norfolk

17%




Suffolk

36%

56 and over
:
Bedfordshire

2%




Essex


27%




Cambridgeshire
18%




Hertfordshire

2%




Norfolk

21%




Suffolk

30%

Gender of Participants.
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Male:



18-35


18%





36-55


53%





56 and over

29%

Female:


18-35


29%





36-55


47%





56 and over

24%

LEAF/FWAG membership

Male:



None

57%





LEAF

9%





FWAG

19%





Both

15%

Female:


None

62%





LEAF

16%





FWAG

18%





Both

4%

County

Male:



Bedfordshire

6%





Essex


21%





Cambridgeshire
20%





Hertfordshire

3%





Norfolk

16%





Suffolk

34%

Female:


Bedfordshire

6%





Essex


37%





Cambridgeshire
6%





Hertfordshire

6%





Norfolk

29%





Suffolk

16%

Membership of LEAF and FWAG.
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23%
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56 and over
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56 and over
28%

Members of both:
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36-55 years old
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56 and over
26%
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Non-members:



Male

85%






Female

15%

LEAF members:


Male

77%






Female

23%

FWAG members


Male

87%






Female

13%

Members of both


Male

96%






Female

4%

County

Non-members:


Bedfordshire

7%




Essex


28%




Cambridgeshire

18%




Hertfordshire

3%




Norfolk


21%




Suffolk


23%

LEAF members:


Bedfordshire

5%




Essex


13%




Cambridgeshire

21%
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3%




Norfolk


26%




Suffolk


32%

FWAG members:


Bedfordshire
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27%




Cambridgeshire

18%
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6%




Suffolk


38%
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